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The Stairway Suite 
 

Joe Wolfe 
 

Theme and Variations for Orchestra and Big Band ad lib 
upon an air by Plant & Page 

 
Instrumentation 

 
     Orchestra 
      2 Flutes 
      2 Oboes 
      2 Clarinets in Bb 
      2 Bassoons 
      2 Horns in F 
      2 Trumpets in Bb 
      2 Trombones 
      1 Bass trombone or Tuba 
      4 Timpani (one player) 
      Strings 
 
     Bigband movement 
      2 Alto Saxophones in Eb 
      2 Tenor Saxophones in Bb 
      3 Trumpets in Bb 
      2 Trombones 
      1 Bass trombone 
      Continuo 
      Bass 
      Drums 
 
 
 
 
Performance variations: The section for bigband (section 3) may be omitted in the absence of saxophones. 

This requires deleting all but the first chord in the last two bars in the 5:4 movement. (The third section may 
also be performed by a bigband without orchestra.) The choir is required only for two short sections. The 
choral section in the C major movement may be omitted if no choir is available, and the coda may be 
performed by orchestra without choir or saxophones. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.phys.unsw.edu.au/~jw/Joe.html 
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Allegro Moderato

Allegro Moderato
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Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.



















p

 
 


 





    

sfz





p

 

  










 







  

  



 

sfz








p





 

 










 

 

  











 

 














sfz







p



  

  









 

 












 













sfz









p

 
 


 

 

     

sfz






   





sfz





  





sfz






   

sfz




   

sfz



 
 




  











 








 





 





 

sfz




   




 





  


 




 
 





  

 

sfz







 














arco






   



















sfz




 







arco






   



















sfz




 

  

arco






   



















sfz




 

9
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.



















sfz













p

 
 


 





sfz













p

 

  










 









sfz





fp

 







 


p





 

 










 

 

  










sfz





fp





 




p



  

  









 

 











sfz




fp

 
 




  

p

 
 


 








sfz











  



sfz












  



sfz

     



sfz

     



sfz




 

  
 

     


 



  











 





sfz






 


   


   
 

 





  


 








sfz




p




  







 


 




   








sfz

 

p




  







 


 




   








sfz

 

p




  

 



    




   





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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.






















    
  
    



 



  

ff

 







  

  



  
  





  
  



  

ff












 



 

 











 
   











 
  











 
 

ff















 









 

 

f









  
 









  
 

ff















     

  


 

f



 

  

ff

 








   









ff









   


   


     

ff





 





 

 
 

 
  





 

 
 

f

  











 
 

 
  











 
 

 

ff

 







 

 

 
 

 
   

 

 
 

f

     
 

 
 

     
 

 
 

ff

 






















f












 






ff























f


  






  





ff























f


  






  





ff




11
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.



















 
   

  









    



 
 

 
 












    







 
 

 
 











  





pp





 






















 
 
 

 
 




       




pp



(bass)






















 
   

  
        





pp










































sfz

    








    



ff













 
 
 

sfz


















    



ff

     

sfz



 
      

   



  





sfz

         









 









 













sfz











       



















sfz

  
       





















sfz
 


    

pp


































   



  





sfz

 


      

   



  





sfz

 


          
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.


















     


     













 













 













 





 






  


 






 










































 







 




















































     




      


     


     


     


     


     

 
























































 









































   



 
  

  
  

   

   



 
 


  


 


 







    


 

13



61

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.


















 





pp





 












 

 




 



 

 




 













     














 





 


 








 






 













 













 





 
















 







 



  
  


















 







 

































     




      


     


     


     


 

   



 
  

 
  

  



 

  




 
  

 
  

  


 

























  
























































 









 

 























 




    


 


 














14



67
























































Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

























 












 

 




 



 

sfz




 





 














   

sfz

 
 


























 













 

















sfz







 




 

































 








sfz
 

 

















   

sfz


 

 



 










    

sfz



 

 













   

sfz

 
 













   

sfz
  

 


   

f

  

p

  



   



 
 






 

sfz





 


 



  




 
 




  

sfz

 

 
  

 
















































 

sfz








  

















 

sfz
  

 


  


 


   

sfz
  

 
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























































Tempo marziale

Tempo marziale

73

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.


















   


   




    


 

p
      







 

p
      






    


   


   



                               

3 3 3 3



col legno

                               

3 3 3 3



col legno

                               

3 3 3 3



col legno

                               

3 3 3 3



col legno

                       

naturale inside     
       

3 3 3 3



col legno

                               

3 3 3 3
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77

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.


















   


   




    

       






   





      





   




    


   


   



                               

3 3 3 3



       

naturale inside

                       

3 3 3 3



                               

3 3 3 3


                       

naturale inside

       

3 3 3 3



outside
                               

3 3 3 3



                               

3 3 3 3

17



81

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.


















   


   




   

 









  

   

mp




 

 




 

 









  

   

mf


       




    


 

p


    

 








   



                               

3 3 3 3



               

naturale

               

3 3 3 3



                               

3 3 3 3



outside

                               

3 3 3 3



naturale inside
       

outside
                       

3 3 3 3



                               

3 3 3 3

18
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.


















     



mf
 




 
 





f




 
 




 
 













 

 




 

 





f

 

 





 

 









 

 




 

 





f

  

 





 

 









 










  

mf

 

 



 

 






    

mf

 

 





 

 










 
 






 
 
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  



 





 


















 





 




 

 







  
   



  



        




                               

3 3 3 3



  



 




 




 



     





  


  



  



 



     


   


 




 




 



     




  
   



  



        




                               

3 3 3 3
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
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
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

































Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.



















 

 




 





 





















 





 




 





 




 





  



 





 



















 
 
  





 




 
















 





 



 




 




 




 


 





 




 











 











 
 





 




 


















 



 



 





 




 




 




 





 




 




























fff






 
















 








 

 










 
 






 




 

















 






 



 





 




 





 



  




 




 



























fff












































 

 






 

fff




  



 







  


  



 



  











fff





   




    



 




 




 






  



  



 







  



  



 




  










  



  



 







  



  



 




  









  



  



 







  



  


  



  





 


  



  



 







  



  



 




  










        
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126 Attaca

Attaca

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.



















 
 




 





 



 





 



 





 
































  

 





 




 





 




 





 




 




































 
 




 





 



 





 



 





 














































































3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3



 

 




 




 




 




 




 




 
































  
 




 





 



 





 



 





 












 






















 

 




 




 




 




 




 




 
































 

 






 





 



 





 






 





 












 



















  



  



  



  







   















    

Trap drums

 

 
  

3

3



 




 




 




 








   



 




 




 




 







    


 





 




 




 








   


 





 




 




 







    



    



  

mf

solo
  

attaca


 






3 3
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-3-
Tempo facile de swing

Tempo facile de swing

Alto Saxophone

Tenor Saxophone

Trumpet in Bb

Trombone

Double Bass

Continuo

Drum Set
















mp





































 

















































 





























 



 

























mp

























 












































 




 























    


   





 




 




 


 












   



snare only
                     





 
  

3

3
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Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Db.

Cont.

Dr.
















 
 


  
  


 

 



 




 




 




 




 





 



 


















 


































 














































 






















 






 




 























    



p





 







 
















 







 










 














  



 














tutti ad lib.



 




 




 


 





 











































































 







 



  


                 





  






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Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Db.

Cont.

Dr.
















mp

 
 





 




 

















   


















f

 
 




 




 


 





 





  




















mp


















































 






















f









 

 















 









 



























  

 
 

 




 




 


  








 





































   


 



         
 



C


D


Fmaj7
  

C


G/C


D4  D

 





 



play ad lib, written part is guide to rhythm
                 





  






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Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Db.

Cont.

Dr.
















mp



 







 







 




 









 

  



  













f



























 






































mp














 
















 






















f














 
























 






























  

f
























































































   

SOLO (freely)






 




 





  

 


 




 



C                   

� �

D

� �

Fmaj7

� �

Am

� �

C

� �

D

�


Fmaj7

�



�



�

 


                













  

2
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Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Db.

Cont.

Dr.
















  









pp

   
 


 

3

3

3

3




   









pp

   
 


 

3

3

3

3




    






  






 



  






 

    


 




  




soli




  







 




       



 




Am                  

� �

G#+

� �

C/D

� �

D/F#

� �

Fmaj7                  

� � � �

Am

� � � �


                       

150

Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Db.

Cont.

Dr.
















sfz
  

sfz




 


 

sfz




 


 

sfz
   


 






sfz

  

sfz





 



 

sfz





 



 

sfz

  



 




    



 
 










 








 
 

 
  



 

  




  


 


 
  




 





 




 




 


  


 � �

G#+

� �

C/G

� �

D/F#

� �

Fmaj7

� � � �

Am

� � � �


                       

3
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Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Db.

Cont.

Dr.
















p




 




 

 

 

f





































 p











 




















p



  




 

 

 

f






































p











 




















 
 
 
























































































 













































 

  


   


 











 






















  

 
  



Am7










Em






D








C




D






Am

� � � �

D

� � � �

 

 


 




























             
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Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Db.

Cont.

Dr.
















f




 




 

 

  







































 p











 




















f



  




 

 

 









































p











 






















































high notes optional


















































































 











































 

  


   


 












 






















  

 
  



Am






Am7






Em





D








C




D






Am

� � � �
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D








C




D






p

Am

� � � �

D

� � � �



ff


 


 




























 

p

           

194

Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Db.

Cont.

Dr.
















mp





































 

















































 





























 



 

























mp

























 












































 




 























    


   





 




 




 


 





















































































 







 



  


               

pick up beater
     





8



198

Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Db.

Cont.

Dr.
















pp





































 

















































 





























 



 













pp

























 












































 




 














mute

pp

 
 

 


  
  


  




 





 





 




 




 




 




  

  





 





 









   



pp















pp









































































  



pp

BTT



BD












202 attaca

attaca

Alto Sax.

Ten. Sax.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Db.

Cont.

Dr.
















ppp





































 

















































 




































ppp
























 
















































ppp

 
 

 


  
  


  




 





 





 




  









   



ppp














   



ppp













9


























































































































-4- Joe WolfeRepeat ad lib, rit 
to new tempo

Repeat ad lib, rit 
to new tempo




















































Feierlich und gemessen, ohne zu schleppen

Feierlich und gemessen, ohne zu schleppen

Flute

Oboe

Cor Anglais

Clarinet in Bb

Clarinet in Bb

Bassoon

Horn in F

Horn in F

Trumpet in Bb

Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Violoncello

Double Bass


















    


    





    




     




     


    





    

 
    




     


    


    


solo

pp

















    


    

     


    




solo, arco

 

p

                   



6

Fl.

Ob.

C. A.

Cl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.


















    


    





    




     




     


    

p

             





    

 
    




     


    


    



















    


    

     


      

p

 

    







    
  



   

  





    
 












2



11

Fl.

Ob.

C. A.

Cl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.


















    


    





    




     




     



         






    
  

    

  




    
 





    

 
    




     


    


   

Tuba solo



p
       



















    


    

     



                  
 





    
 


    

3



16

Fl.

Ob.

C. A.

Cl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.


















   


  

mp

solo




 






 













   




   

p
                  




    





















  
          

          
     

     





   

 
   




    


   


            

  



   


 
















   


   

    

p
       






   

  





    
 












p

       


  

p




4
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Fl.

Ob.

C. A.

Cl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.


















 



 




  
          

    



 


 







 





























 






 





   














   


  


   

 






   


 




    

















       
   

 




    

 



 












       
  





  

p
                   

 
   




    


   






   

 

 



   


 




 



















   


   

             
 





    
 



            

 





    
 














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Fl.

Ob.

C. A.

Cl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.


















        

     
       

 



ppp








 

 

  

  
 

 


   





  

p
                   















 p

                   




  

p
                  




















p



 






  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

 








 



    
  


   

 

 



    
 

 
   




    











p
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

 


   
















   


   





   

 






    
 






divisi












































   

  





    
 






divisi




















































inside

outside



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Fl.

Ob.

C. A.

Cl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

















 






 

 

 



 



 



 






 

 

  

  

 

 




 




 




















mp






































 


















































 











     













 














 



    
  


   

 

 



    
 




 








    
  



   

 






    
 









 



















 






  
  





















 

  

 



 


 




   












  





 



   

   



 






 

 

  

  

 

 







 

 

 



 



 



 






 

 

  

  
 

 









 

 p
                   

 
 

p

                   




 

3rd clar. cue mute




 






 








  







   








 






















   





 






 

 

  

  

 

 







 

 

 



 



 



 






 

 

  

  
 

 


   
















  

pizz.

p












pizz.





p

divisi





 



 



 



 



 






















































 


















































































 


 




























































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Fl.

Ob.

C. A.

Cl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

















 





p



  




 










 



 



















































 


  




 


 








 










  



















































 




 



 

 














 



    
  


   

 

  








   


  



   

 







 


































 




 


























  























       





 



 






































 

 













































































 

 

 









































































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Fl.

Ob.

C. A.

Cl.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

















   

ppp










 







  







  




      






   

 







 

  





 



    
 





 





 

 

 






   


 



 





   




      







 

  



ppp






   
















 

ppp


 


   

          














 
 













 
 






















 

9
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.



































 





















 






 



 




      




       


      





      




       


      


      


      


     

p


 


    





3


   

divisi, pizz.



p









 










 














 

  

 








 

p

arco


 


 

 

 

 

 

 










 









 









 

 

 









sfz p


  


 









 









 








      

2
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.






















 

 









 

soli





p

 















     















3

3


      




     





p

 















     















3

3


      





      




       


      


      


      

 


        

    

pp

gliss




f





   

3






 





 



 










 

arco



mf












p




 










 








 










 




 

  

 




 

 

p


 

 

 

 

 

 

 










 









 








 

 

 








sfz p


  


 









 









 








      

3
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.



































             












   

3

3


      























             












   

3

3


      





      




   

solo

mp p

 








 







 


   








      


      


      


  









gliss






















    





   









 








 





 

divisi, pizz.

p






 
 




 

 










 








  

 




 









p










pizz.


































 








 

 

 









p


































   

p

pizz.




 



  



  

4
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.


















  









ff
































































 























     















3

3


  









ff































 









 




   





ff


 





























 









 


  





ff





































 




 





  





ff













































 




   

  



 





  









ff


solo





































 














 


   







  





ff











































 


      


    

ff






   


     


 





   
 






 

ff






  




p







 


    










 








 
 







arco



ff




 



 



p












 








 












 

















arco



ff













 p


 


 

 

 

 

 

 










 









 








 

 



ff













 p


 









 









 











  



  



  

ff


















 

p


  



  

5
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.



































        





































ff










































mf

   















 





 




  

3

3


  









ff









 


















mf

 
     















 




 



   




   









ff




































 






mf

   


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