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The Stairway Suite 
 
 

Joe Wolfe 
 
 

Theme and Variations for Orchestra and Big Band 
upon an air by Plant & Page 
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The Stairway Suite 
 

Joe Wolfe 
 

Theme and Variations for Orchestra and Big Band ad lib 
upon an air by Plant & Page 

 
Instrumentation 

 
     Orchestra 
      2 Flutes 
      2 Oboes 
      2 Clarinets in Bb 
      2 Bassoons 
      2 Horns in F 
      2 Trumpets in Bb 
      2 Trombones 
      1 Bass trombone or Tuba 
      4 Timpani (one player) 
      Strings 
 
     Bigband movement 
      2 Alto Saxophones in Eb 
      2 Tenor Saxophones in Bb 
      3 Trumpets in Bb 
      2 Trombones 
      1 Bass trombone 
      Continuo 
      Bass 
      Drums 
 
 
 
 
Performance variations: The section for bigband (section 3) may be omitted in the absence of saxophones. 

This requires deleting all but the first chord in the last two bars in the 5:4 movement. (The third section may 
also be performed by a bigband without orchestra.) The choir is required only for two short sections. The 
choral section in the C major movement may be omitted if no choir is available, and the coda may be 
performed by orchestra without choir or saxophones. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.phys.unsw.edu.au/~jw/Joe.html 
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