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Gordon Hay Godfrey 

Acting Head, School of Applied Physics 1951-1952 
 

Gordon Godfrey was born in Sydney in 1892, and studied at Fort Street High School and 
the University of Sydney. He took his BA with first class honours in 1914, and his MA 
with first class honours and the University Medal (the second ever awarded) in 1919. He 
graduated with is BSc in 1922. 

Godfrey entered the NSW teaching service in 1916, and was an assistant master at both 
Sydney Boys High School and Parramatta High School. From 1921 he was head teacher 
of physics, and later lecturer-in-charge of the Department of Physics, at the Sydney 
Technical College. At the college he developed the new diploma course in optometry and 
then created the diploma course in physics. In 1951 he was appointed an Associate 
Professor of the NSW University of Technology (later renamed the University of New 
South Wales) - he was the first representative of theoretical physics at the University. 

Professor Godfrey served as Acting Head of the School of Applied Physics during 1951 
and 1952, until Professor Milner commenced his position as Head of School. Professor 
Godfrey remained Deputy Head of School until his retirement in 1958, and Professor 
Milner claimed “no Head of School could have had a more-loyal or more-helpful deputy.” 
After his retirement, he continued to teach in the School of Physics until well into the 
1970’s. He held an appointment for a time as Honorary Visiting Professor at UNSW, and 
until his death that of Honorary Associate of the School of Physics. 

Professor Godfrey was a highly engaged and sincere teacher during his entire working life 
– a career that spanned nearly 60 years. In recognition of his services to optometrical 
education he was made an Honorary Life Fellow of the Institute of Optometrists (NSW). 

Gordon Godfrey also made several contributions in research. His MA thesis, written in 
1919, was probably the first paper written in Australia on special relativity. He also 
published work on atmospheric radio propagation and on the reflectance characteristics of 
multilayer coatings. After his retirement he turned to a long standing research interest in 
the presentation of quantum mechanics, especially the uncertainty principle. 

Following the death of Professor Gordon Godfrey in 1979, and his wife Mrs Mabel 
Godfrey in 1980, the Godfrey Bequest was established. This gift funds a number of 
initiatives supporting theoretical physics at UNSW, primarily by providing financial 
support to assist in the travel and accommodation expenses of academic visitors to the 
University, but also by funding undergraduate prizes, postgraduate scholarships, and a 
biannual workshop. 

 
 
 



Drinks and get together at the Sydney Opera Bar, Wednesday,  

1st of November 2017, 6.00pm – 8.00pm 

Location: Lower Concourse Level, Sydney Opera House, Circular Quay. Head for 
the Opera House and make your way down towards the water (via the escalators or 
stairs) to the Lower Concourse Level. 
 

 
 
Mobile Phone contacts: 04 2127 3772 (Oleg) / 04 3456 5595 (Alex)/ 0400481298 (Cecilia) 
 
  



 

30th October– 3rd November 2017 
Gordon Godfrey Workshop 

SYDNEY: magic moments 

Explore, discover and enjoy the best places in Sydney 
 
Walk from Coogee Beach to Bondi Beach 
Directions: Coogee is the closest beach to University of NSW (25 minutes). The main Coogee Bay Road 
runs directly to the beach. 
Magic moment: The coastal walk north from Coogee Beach to Gordon Bay, Clovelly, and on to Bronte 
beach, Tamarama and Bondi beach. Walking time is around 1.5 hours. The total length of the walk is 
approximately 4 km. Important note: from 19th of October to 5th of November enjoy annual Sculpture by 
the Sea exhibition along the coastal track between Tamarama Beach and Bondi Beach. 
Map of the walk -  http://sculpturebythesea.com/bondi-2/getting-there/  
 

 
 
Opera House and Royal Botanic Gardens 
Directions: You can walk to the Sydney Opera House from the east side of Circular Quay (easy walking 
distance from any place in the city centre). Buses 392, 396, 397, 399 go from UNSW. 
The Royal Botanic Gardens lies to the east of the Opera House. The park is free, open daily, 7am – 5.30pm. 
 
Magic moment:  Royal Botanic Gardens: Enjoy a view at Mrs Macquarie’s Point with the panorama of the 
city, harbour, Opera House and Harbour Bridge. The Royal Botanic Gardens is one of the treasures of 
Sydney. The collection of plants and trees is extraordinary. Visit the Rose Garden, Herb Garden, Rare and 
Threatened Plants, Oriental Garden, Tropical Centre. 
Website https://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/visit 
 
Magic moment:  Sydney Opera House: 
Option A: Check Sydney Opera House website for some performances. 
http://www.sydneyoperahouse.com/whatson/index.aspx 
Option B: The Sydney Opera House tour (Advanced bookings are available. Advanced bookings are 
recommended. Cost - $37.00) Booking online: https://www.sydney.com/things-to-do/tours/sydney-opera-
house-tours 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Aquarium and Darling Harbour 
Directions: Darling Harbour is just to the west of the city centre, 15 mins walk. You can walk there from 
Market Street or George Street across Pyrmont Bridge or ferry service from Circular Quay. 
Magic moment: The collection of major attractions: Sydney Aquarium, National Maritime Museum, 
Powerhouse Museum, Madame Tussauds Sydney, Darling Walk, Harbourside Shopping Centre, Star City 
Casino, Chinese Garden and Cockle Bay Wharf. Nice panorama view to the city centre. 
 
The Rocks, Harbour Bridge & Observatory Hill 
Directions: The Rocks lies on the western side of Circular Quay. It is easy walking distance from the city 
centre as well. The best approach is on foot via George Street. 
Magic moment: Strolling along the boardwalk at Campbell’s Cove with its panorama of historic buildings, 
Harbour Bridge, Opera House and Harbour 
 
Taronga Zoo 
Directions: Taronga Zoo is in Mosman suburb, best reached by a delightful 12-minute ferry ride from Wharf 
at Circular Quay with breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour and free shows and  
keeper talks throughout the day. The Zoo is open daily, 9.30am – 4.30pm. Sydney Ferries offers a Zoo pass 
which includes the ferry ride and zoo admission. 
Magic moment: Having your picture taken next to kangaroos and a koala. You can spend here the whole 
day or at least 4 hours.  
Website: https://taronga.org.au/taronga-zoo 
 
Art Gallery of NSW 
Directions: The Art Gallery of NSW is on Art Gallery Road, The Domain. It is a pleasant 15-minute walk 
from the city centre or Circular Quay. The gallery is open daily, 10am-5pm, entry free. On Wednesdays 
until 10pm. There are daily tours and special exhibitions. 
Magic moment: Viewing the wonderful collection of 19th and 20th century Australian art. The collection of 
Aboriginal paintings is a must see. The Domain is ideal for a relaxing walk. 
Website: http://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au 
 
Manly beach and Manly walks 
Directions: Manly is 30 mins by ferry from Circular Quay. The ferry runs regularly, 6.00am – 9.30 pm. 
There are several scenic walks in Manly. 
Magic moment: It is a classic Sydney experience. Walk along Marine Parade to Fairy Bower and Shelly 
Beach from the southern end of Manly Beach. It takes 45 mins to the top scenic lookout. 
Also you can do the Manly to Spit walk or part of it. The entire walk is 10 km long and takes three to four 
hours one way. 
Website for Manly walking tracks http://www.manly.nsw.gov.au/attractions/walking-tracks/manly-scenic-
walkway/ 
 
Centrepoint, Queen Victoria Building & Hyde Park 
Directions: Centrepoint, Queen Victoria Building & Hyde Park located in the centre of the city.  
Magic moment: Take in the panoramic views of Sydney from the Observation level of the tower (250 
metres above the city). The tower is open daily, 9.00am – 8.30 pm.  
Website: http://www.sydneytowereye.com.au/explore/about-sydney-tower/ 
Shopping hours of the Queen Victoria Building is 9am – 6pm (Sunday 11am-5pm). You must see the Great 
Australian Clock in the northern end of the building, the world’s largest animated clock, with 100 scenes of 
Australian history. Hyde Park offers a calm and peaceful walk around fig trees in the centre of the city. 
Website: https://www.qvb.com.au/ 
 
 
 
 



Bondi Beach 
Directions: Located just 8km from the Sydney centre, Bondi is one of the city’s busiest beaches, best 
reached by bus or walking.  
Bondi Beach is an iconic Sydney attraction with golden sands, turquoise waters and perfect waves, there is 
plenty to do beyond the surf. Fine dining, eclectic shopping markets, gorgeous coastal walks and a buzzing 
nightlife can all be experienced in Bondi. 
Website: http://www.sydney.com/destinations/sydney/sydney-east/bondi 
 
Centennial Park  
Directions: Walking distance from UNSW to Centennial Park is 20 mins.  
Magic moment: Find a wide variety of activities in Centennial Park: birds, cycling, gardens, picnicking, 
natural ponds, jogging, running.  
 
Watson Bay & South Head 
Directions: Watson Bay lies on South Head. Buses 324 and 325 operate from Circular Quay. 
Magic moment: The beautiful walk from Camp Cove past Lady Jane Beach to Hornby Lighthouse at South 
Head. Walking time is around 1 hour. Enjoy a long lunch at Doyle’s seafood restaurant on the Beach at 
Watson Bay. 
 
Cronulla beach 
Cronulla, in the Sutherland Shire on Sydney's southern coast, can be reached by train (travelling time from 
Central station is 45 min.), meaning you can visit without the headache of finding a carpark. It is a very nice 
beach and it has pleasant walk along the coast - 1.5 hours. 
Website http://www.sydney.com/destinations/sydney/sydney-south/cronulla/attractions/cronulla-beach 
 
Circular Quay & Parramatta river cruise 
Directions: Circular Quay is the main hub for harbour ferries and a centre for buses and trains. It is pleasant 
walking distance from Circular Quay to the Opera House, The Rocks and city centre. 
Magic moment: Take Parramatta river cruise and enjoy sitting on the back of a ferry. Day or night, the view 
is sensational. The ferry is regular and pulls out of Circular Quay from 9.00am till 4.30pm (latest from 
Parramatta). Please check timetable. Travelling time is 1.5 hours one way. 
Website: http://www.beyondthewharf.com.au/route/parramatta-river/ 
 
Kamay Botany Bay National Park  
Visit the place to see Captain Cook's landing place at Kurnell. The heritage-listed site is an important place 
in Australia's history. The Kurnell precinct of Kamay Botany Bay National park is open at 7am and gates 
are locked and the park is closed after 7:30pm. 
Directions: by car only. 
Website http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/things-to-do/historic-buildings-places/Captain-Cooks-
Landing-Place 
 
Royal National Park Coast Walk 
Directions: Royal National Park lies south of Sydney. Train to Cronulla, 35 km south of Sydney city. There 
is an hourly ferry from Gunnamatta Bay in Cronulla to Bundeena. 
Magic moment: This is one of the best beautiful classic walks along the coast of Royal National Park from 
north to south. Length: 28 km, time: 12 hours, grade: hard, finish: Otford Railway Station. It can be done as 
shorter walk. Check timetable for ferry and train. Enjoy! 
Website for the walk description 
http://downloads.wildwalks.com/The%20Coast%20Track%20(Otford%20to%20Bundeena)%20(nsw-
royalnp-tcttb).pdf 

 
 

 
 



 
                                           
 

 



Gordon Godfrey Workshop 2017: Program schedule 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


